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Music 422W: Music of the Classical Period 
Mozart in Vienna 
Upper-Division Writing Course: 2 Credits 
Music Building 205: MW 4:10-5:30 
Spring 2006 
 
 
Instructors: Maxine Ramey and James Randall  E-mail: james.randall@umontana.edu
         maxine.ramey@umontana.edu
Office/phone: JR: 209 Music Bldg. ext. 6892  Hours: JR: M,Tue 9:30-10:30, or by appt.  
   MR: 211 Music Bldg. ext. 2155    MR: M, W 3-4 
______________________________________________________________________________________   
 
Pre-requisites: 
Students must have completed both their upper division recital program and piano proficiency 
degree requirements, or have the expressed consent of the instructors to enroll in this course. 
 
 
Required Text and Materials 
Mozart in Vienna, 1781-1791, by Volkmar Braunbehrens (reprinted in 422 course pack on sale at 
campus bookstore Weekly readings will be assigned from the course pack. Additional readings, as 
well as listening assignments, may be placed on Blackboard or E-reserve.  The e-reserve password 
for the course is “mus422”.  
 
Course Description: 
This course is an in-depth survey of Mozart’s career in Vienna, the city where he chose to spend 
much of his professional career, and the city in which he composed many of his most important 
works, including The Marriage of Figaro, the Symphony in C major (“Jupiter”), and the Requiem 
Mass. Special attention will be paid to the ways that the social, economic, political and cultural 
atmosphere of eighteenth-century Vienna influenced Mozart’s compositions.  
 
Student Goals and Objectives: 
1) A familiarity with the current scholarship on Mozart’s biography and his works, particularly the 
literature pertaining to his time in Vienna 
 
2) Improved Active listening Skills: an understanding of how musical sounds can communicate 
musical meaning rooted in historical and cultural contexts.  
 
3) Improved Critical Thinking Skills: the ability to evaluate arguments and to construct one’s own 
arguments in both verbal and written contexts.  
 
4) Improved Writing Skills: organization, grammar, logical presentation of ideas and evidence. 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation: 
Grades will be based upon the following: 
 
  Paper I  (program notes)      20% 
  Paper II (research paper)      30% 
  Midterm Exam       30% 
  Vienna Journal (or special project for non-Vienna students) 20% 
   
                             
• Paper extensions will only be permitted with a valid excuse—illness, death in the family, etc. 
• Students with special needs or disabilities should consult with the instructors for 
accommodations. 
 
Grading scale is as follows
A  93-100% 
 A-  90-92% 
 B+  88-89% 
 B  83-87% 
 B-  80-82% 
C+  78-79% 
C  73-77% 
C-  70-72% 
D+  68-69% 
D  63-67% 
D-  60-62% 
F  59% and below
 
Academic Misconduct and the Student Conduct Code 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic 
penalty by the course instructor and/or disciplinary sanction by the University.  All students 
need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available for review online at 
www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/Index.cfm/page/1321.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC 422—SYLLABUS (Spring 2006) 
SCHEDULE/ASSIGNMENTS 
 
The assigned readings should be completed by the first class meeting of each week unless 
otherwise specified. 
 
Week 1: Jan. 23, 25 
 
Course Pack Reading:  “Preface,” pp. 1-7 
 
Topics:     Introducing Mozart: Fact, Fiction, Sources 
 
Concerts:  1/24  David Morgenroth, 7:30, MRH 
  1/27 Mozart’s 250th Birthday Extravaganza Concert, 7:30, MRH 
 
  
Week 2: Jan. 30, Feb. 1 
 
Course Pack Reading:  “Chapter 1: Arrival in Vienna,” pp. 8-47 
 
Topics:  Mozart and the City: Making a living as a Freelance Musician 
 
Musical works:  Various concertos: piano, horn, clarinet 
 
Week 3: Feb. 6, 8 
 
Course Pack Reading: “Chapter 2: The Abduction-1782,” pp. 48-91. 
 
Topics:  The Turks at Vienna’s Door: Ottoman influence on 18th Century 
Vienna and in the works of Mozart  
 
Musical works:  Abduction from the Seraglio 
 
Concerts: 2/9-12 UM Opera Theater, The Marriage of Figaro 
   
Week 4: Feb. 13, 15 
 
Course Pack Reading:  “Chapter 3: At Home with the Mozarts,” pp. 92-141 
 
Topics: Mozart’s relationship with Constanze; Chamber Music 
 
Musical works:  String Quartets; Piano sonatas 
 
 
 
 
Week 5: Feb. 20  No class: President’s Day (Read “Chapter 4: Aristocratic and 
Bourgeois Salons”)  
              Feb. 22 Midterm Exam 
 
Concerts:           2/21  Steven Hesla, piano, 7:30 MRH 
 
Week 6: Feb. 27, Mar. 1  
 
Course Pack Reading: “Chapter 5: 1782-1785” 
 
Topics: Mozart’s Music for Winds 
 
Musical works:  Wind Serenades, Haffner Symphony 
 
 
Week 7: Mar. 6, 8 
 
Course Pack Reading:   “Chapter 6: Mozart and Freemasonry” 
 
Topics: Masonic symbolism in Mozart’s music  
 Fieldtrip to local Masonic Lodge 
 
Musical works: The Magic Flute 
 
 
Week 8: Mar. 13, 15   
 
Course Pack Reading: “Chapter 7: Vienna 1786-90” 
 
Topics: Opera and Society 
 
Musical works:  The Marriage of Figaro 
 
 
Week 9: Mar 20, 22 
 
Course Pack Reading: “Chapter 8: The Last Year” 
 
Topics:  Mozart from a Medical Perspective: Guest Speaker 
   
Musical works: Jupiter Symphony, Requiem  
 
 
Week 10: Off for Vienna!! 
 
 
